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The Meme Haggadah
While in Rabbinical School I had a Professor who told his students that we
should buy a new Hggadah (book in front of you) every year. I love this
tradition. The seder is all about learning and each Haggadah has different
insights and lessons. For those of you who are new to a seder, I cannot
think of anything better than a seder to expose you to the Jewish religion,
culture and family. The Meme Haggadah is another creative outlet to help
us learn.
I compiled this Meme Haggadah as a supplement to the actual Haggadah. It
is intended for the first-timer who now has something in writing that
might help them feel more comfortable. If you do not understand something it is probably my poor attempt at humor (I did make Mel Brooks
laugh...true story). Inside are the whats and whys of the various steps. The
goal of the Meme Haggadah is to loosen up the experience that will surely
be overwhelming. A seder is filled with customs that vary from household
to household. So if you are braving two sedarim (plural for seder) this
year, know there might be some variation.
The cover are Memes I created about guests at my seder. It was a way to
engage people and maybe make a few of them smile.
A small disclaimer: Because this was rushed there might be spelling or
grammar mistakes. Feel free to email me at
JeremyMFine@gmail.com with thoughts and comments.
Chag Sameach (Happy Holiday) and enjoy the craziness
that is a Passover seder!
Rabbi Jeremy Fine
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Kaddash



The first act of the Seder is to make a blessing over the first cup of
wine (or grape juice). It is the first of four cups—yes Jews drink —
Man O’manischewitz!



Celebrating with wine allows us to thank God for the gift of helping the
Israelites exile from Egypt. Contrary to belief Pharaoh was not such a
great guy. The wine is the symbol that sanctifies the day, moment and
freedom.



Rabbi Avraham Pam (Peter Pam’s brother) explained “The difference
between a slave and a free human being does not lie in how long or
hard each works. Free people often work long hours doing arduous
tasks. The difference lies in who controls time. A slave works until he
or she is allowed to stop. A free person decides when to begin and
end.” This person might also relax with a tall sugary glass of
manischewitz.

Ur’Chatz



This is the first of two times that we wash our hands before the
meal...some of you may need more than two due to hygiene but its not
a requirement. The difference between the two washings is that this
washing is done without a blessing. This washing is merely symbolic,
but as we learn above, Passover is coming...even if it feel like the meal
will never show up.



Traditionally Jews wash their hands before every meal with bread.
Matzah represents bread even if it tastes like (insert your own adjective
here).



The Women’s Seder Sourcebook teaches “The silence of Ur’chatz allows
time for personal reflection. How have we used our hands since we last
sat at the seder table? What have they created?...Ur’Chatz has (also) become a time to reflect on the centrality of water in the Exodus
narrative.”

Karpas



Finally we get to eat! Sort of. We take the greens on our tables and dip
them twice into salt water (oddly enough Rabbi Fine’s favorite part of
the seder). We include the blessing we say before we eat vegetables.
Most common green is parsley. Some use broccoli, asparagus, etc.



Karpas is seen as an hors d’oeuvre — the fanciest of its kind. The
dipping in salt water makes parsley more than something random on
the table. The salt water represents the sweat and tears of the
Israelite slaves. Dipping twice is a sign of indulgence representing
freedom.



Rabbi Shlomo Riskin writes, “The name (karpas) is derived from the
Greek word for ‘grass’ or ‘vegetation.’ By Divine mandate, Passover is
the spring festival and must be celebrated when the greenery begins to
sprout.”

YaChatz



We turn our attention to Matzah, although we don’t eat it quite yet. Of
the three pieces of Matzah, we take the middle piece and break it into
two. We set aside the larger of the two halves as the afikomon (we will
learn about this later). The small piece goes back onto the table.



There is debate among commentators (go figure that Jews are arguing)
as to why there are three Matzot. Most commentators hold that three
matzot are represented by two for a holy meal/biblical Manna (like two
challot) and one representing the bread of affliction. Most agree that
the broken middle piece is not the bread we actually say the blessing
over because it is our preference to have a full “loaf.”



According to My People’s Hagaddah the customs surrounding the Afikomon vary. “In some homes, the Seder leader hides the Afikomon,
which children later find and hold for ransom. In others, the leader
leaves the Afikomon on the table for the children to ‘steal’ and hold for
ransom. In either case, adults may pretend to search for the Afikomon
and, not finding it, only then negotiate the ransom price.” Imagine a
Liam Neeson movie in search for a flat bread.

Maggid



The Maggid is the bulk of the Seder. The Meme above is a take on one
of the major moments in the Maggid portion “The Four Sons.” Other
classic hits include “The Four Questions,” the song “Avadim Ha’yenu
(We Were Slaves),” “The 10 Plagues,” “Dayenu,” and “The Reading of
Charlton Heston’s Filmography in the Voice of James Earl Jones.”



The Maggid is the story of the Exodus from Egypt. We sing, read and
have customs at various moments throughout this portion. This can
vary amongst families and its when newcomers realize which one is
the obnoxious uncle. One common custom is that the youngest child
possible recites the Four Questions. The word Maggid is derived from
the word Haggadah meaning “recount” or “proclaim.”



The Heritage Haggadah asks its readers to think about the four sons
differently. “Instead of thinking of these as four separate people,
consider them as one person at different stages of like—at different
ages and circumstances. Could each of us be all four children?...
Another interpretation of the Four Children considers them as four
generations of the same family.” Of course, whatever generation is
reading this assumes they are the wise son.

RaChatza



This is the second time we wash our hands but this time we include the
blessing. Before meals including bread/matzah traditionally Jews wash
their hands with a blessing before they eat. If you are ever in a Kosher
restaurant and you see a random sink with tiny bread crumbs, while it
is totally random, its so people can eat bread immediately after the
ritual washing. Contrary to belief it is not where the restaurants store
their croutons.



The Meme above is a reference to the splitting of the sea after the
Exodus from Egypt. That is an actual baby photo of Christian Bale.



The Art of Jewish Living answers the question “Why is the first washing
called Urchatz and the second washing called Rachatza?” - The names
of these steps were created to fit the rhyme of the mnemonic Kadesh,
Urchatz. Both ‘urchatz’ and ‘rachtza’ are forms of the Hebrew word
‘rachatz,’ to wash oneself. Their slight difference also makes it easier
to differentiate between two hand washings.”

Motzei



Finally we say the blessings over Matzah and get to eat the meal
(almost). A reminder there are no bread products at this meal, sorry but
that crispy bland cracker in your mouth is the best your host can do.
All bread has been sold to someone for likely a penny. The Meme above
is funny because it implies that Bibi sells his chametz to Obama and
that they are friendly :)



After the blessing we eat the matzah plain. Forget anything else you
have learned up until now, the taste is what truly reminds us of
hardships.



Hidushei ha-Rim states a parallel between food and the study of Torah.
“In the study of Torah, too, we have one blessing preceding the reading
and one blessing following the reading. Is there any significance to this
parallel? With food, the 1st blessing is expressing thanks to God for
having food available to us and the 2nd is for the nutrition it gives our
body...The 1st blessing is for the privilege of having received the Torah
and the 2nd is for the exquisite spiritual pleasure of absorbing the
message of Torah...Would that we learned to crave Torah as we crave
for food.” BTW at this point in the seder I am just about CRAVING food.

Matzah

Motzei and Matzah are linked together in most Haggadot. Each
represents one of the two blessings for the Matzah you are eating. So just
enjoy this amazing Meme above and create a quote for below.

Maror



Maror, pronounced Mauer in Minnesota, is the bitter herb. Kind of
looks like a white carrot or a large unimpressive ginger root. Either
way it can be spicy so we dip it into charoset (apple and nut mixture
on the table) before eating. People are particularly “bitter” about the
2006 Twins and Joe “Maror,” whose season left a bitter taste in the
2005 World Series White Sox mouths.



We say the blessing specifically over the Maror and not a blessing for
vegetables because we have already said the vegetable blessing over
the Karpas (parsley).



Rabbi Jonathan Sacks writes, “There are differing customs as to which
vegetables are to be used for maror. In the time of the Mishna, lettuce
was commonly used. In northern and eastern Europe, where there was
difficult to obtain, the custom developed to use horseradish.
Nowadays many use both, choosing romaine lettuce where maror is
eaten on its own, and horseradish for the Hillel sandwich.”

Korekh



Korekh is when we make a mini sandwich called the “Hillel
sandwich.” It contains maror and charoset sandwiched in between two
fine slices of matzah. You and Darth Seder are ready to eat!



If you are new to a seder there will be commotion now because food is
rapidly being passed around and people are ready for the meal. I
suggest making your own random loud noises just to fit in. Enjoy!



David Arnow writes, “Of the ten sages mentioned in the Haggadah,
Hillel appears last, although he was the only one to have lived out his
days while the Temple still stood. According to Talmudic legend, Hillel
was appointed leader of the community in Israel…(He) was compared
to Moses. Both lived to the age of 120...Of his many teachings, this one
seems especially apt for a night when we celebrate our redemption
from slavery; ‘What is hateful to you, do not to your neighbor. That is
the whole Torah, while all the rest is commentary. Now go and learn it!”

Shulchan Orech

Not to take away from meal time but here is a nice layout of a
variety of elements from the Seder. Gefilte fish is the slimy smelly thing
people are calling fish in front of you. Many top it with horseradish.
Popovers are Jews way of trying to eat bread without eating bread. They
are gross no matter what anyone tells you. Stick with the brisket!

Tzafun



We saw the afikomon earlier in the seder. By now it has been hidden by
the leader of the seder or an accomplice. Children and over-eagersuper-competitive-potentially-annoying adults search for the afikomon.
The winner usually receives a prize. If there are children of millennials
please be sure to include prizes for everyone.



The afikomon is the seder’s official dessert. Though you have already
eaten something that resembles cake but tastes like chocolate dirt, the
afikomon is the ritual dessert. We eat it in a reclining position to
symbolize freedom. We also do not drink extra wine from here on out
unless it is a part of the seder’s four cups. You know who you are. Put
down the extra wine!



The Wings of Freedom Haggadah teaches, “As children go in search of
the afikomon, they remind us of all our searches for the values, the
hopes, the fulfillments that despite our freedom still remain hidden
from us. The Haggadah before the meal brought us from the slavery of
Mitzrayim (Egypt) to the redemption.”

Barech



We now say the blessing after the meal. It is often sang and can be long
so sit back and try to ignore what the matzah is doing to your
stomach. The blessings that follow the meal (Birkat Ha’Mazon) is also
followed immediately by the drinking of the 3rd cup of wine. Do you
feel it yet? If you do, please pass your keys to the person next to you.



After we drink the 3rd cup we pour the 4th cup—you remember your
college days right? We also pour a cup for Elijah, which is a larger cup
in the middle of the table or near the host/leader. No one drinks from
this cup and if someone tries to please cut them off.



Passover: A Family Guide to Spiritual Celebration reminds us about
Elijah. “Why do we open the door for Elijah? Actually, in former times,
the door of the house was first opened at the very beginning of the
seder when the invitation ‘All who are hungry come and eat’ was
declared...In the 18th and 19th centuries, this practice became
dangerous because unfriendly authorities would carefully watch the
conduct of the Seder to try to detect evidence of the infamous blood
libel. As the evening wore on, these authorities would leave, and it
became safe to open the door, ever so briefly to welcome Elijah into
the home.”

Hallel



This is the trickiest part of the seder because many people are ready to
leave. But we stay to say Hallel (different than Hillel). Hallel is a series
of Psalms. Synagogue goers will out themselves by knowing all the
lyrics because its done many times throughout the year at services.
Advice: Stay with it, its almost over and the final songs are fun! Each
seder or synagogue might use different melodies.



Hallel is also recited during services at synagogue on happy occasions
including Passover and the holidays of Sukkot, Shavuot, Hanukkah and
Rosh Chodesh (beginning of a new month). We end Hallel with the
drinking of the 4th cup.



Rabbi Norman Lamm suggest, “The character of Hallel in the seder as
shirah (song) rather than keri’ah (readings) bids us open ourselves also
to deeper, more intimate, and more binding human relationships. It
reminds us to attend to children, to husband and wife, and to friends
in a manner that is more involved...It challenges us to make our
observance of the mitzvot, and particularly prayer, warmer and
livelier, deeper and more intense. It inspires in us a commitment to
Judaism that is more personal, more significant, and more
determined.”

Nertzah



This is the final part of the seder. Above is a quick reminder of the
chaos that just took place. We officially end the seder with the words
“L’Shana Ha’Baya B’Yerushalayim—Next year in Jerusalem.” We turn our
hearts to Israel during all happy occasions and prayer for safety and
unity of the Jewish people.



A few additional parts:



We begin counting the Omer on the second night (days between
Passover and the next festival of Shavuot) which is seven weeks long.



Other songs are sung including “Who Knows One?” which is a classic
children’s song recalling important numbers in Judaism and “Chad
Gadya” which is a song in Aramaic (Hebrew letters) that is a long chain
of weird events. Both songs are accompanied by playful sounds, hand
motions and sometimes props. See the last page for more!

Extra
Lilah Tov (Good Night)

Can you guess what this is?

