Cinderella’s Search for the Perfect Seder
By: Rabbi Jeremy Fine (For: Annie & Trudy)
Now that Cinderella had found her Prince and her life was back on track she
began to do all the things she always wanted if not for her evil Step-mother. She
traveled the world, ate the finest foods and met the most interesting people.
During her travels she found herself in Israel just before Passover. She watched
the markets clutter with people buying root vegetables, shank bones and
flatbreads. She couldn’t understand the specific details
of why people were buying such odd foods. Dozens and
dozens of eggs and apples, pounds of cinnamon and
walnuts.
She approached a man in the market. “Excuse me sir, why
is everyone buying the same foods?”
He responded “Its almost Pesach and people are getting
ready for the Seder.”

“Excuse me sir, what is a Seder?”
The man politely with his rugged voice said, “Unfortunately, I have to run and
can’t help. But the Seder is magical. Best of luck.” He ran towards potential
buyers.
Cinderella looked around and saw everyone in a hurry leaving the market. Shops
closing, sales final, yelling and screaming.
Before she knew it the market was empty she was all alone. But now had a
mission: to find the perfect Seder.

Kaddesh – Alice in Wonderland
Cinderella knew exactly who to ask about a big meal. She left
Israel and whisked away to Wonderland. But Cinderella did
not find her dear
friend Alice. Instead she bumped into a
strange man with a top hat.
“Hello? What is it that you are doing good
sir, setting a table in the middle of the
forest?” Cinderella asked.
“It is not any table ma’am. This is the my
Passover Seder table. And I am the Mad
Hatter if you must know!” the man said.
“Oh my goodness. I am trying to do my
very best to learn all about the Passover
Seder. Can you teach me?”
“Sure, but I do not have time to explain
the whole thing. This though is the Seder
plate. It has Matzah, a shank bone, Karpas,
bitter herbs, Horseradish, a roasted egg.
It’s a great introduction to the entire meal.
And of course, the first cup of wine. The
first of four! I must go now. I suggest you go visit my friend Moana on Te Fiti. She
can explain more. Until next time!!!”
“Wait I have more…”

And just like that Cinderella had lost the Mad Hatter.
But she learned all about drinking wine for Kaddesh, the
Seder plate and table. She decided to find out how far
she had to go with the Seder and seek out Moana’s help.

Urchatz - Moana
So unable to get all the answers she wanted Cinderella
headed to Te Fiti to find Moana. As she arrived Moana
was sitting on the beach staring at the edge of the water.
Cinderella knew Moana from their princess play dates.
“Cinderella you have come to visit me! What a wonderful
surprise!”
“It is so nice to see you my friend. We haven’t danced in ages. But my visit is short.
The Mad Hatter told me you might know a thing or two about the Passover Seder.”
“Absolutely! What do you want to know?”
“By the way, what are you doing right now?”
“I've been staring at the edge of the water, 'Long as I can remember, never really
knowing why.”
“Seems appropriate. Well, the Mad Hatter told me about setting the table and the
Seder plate. Could you help me with that?”

“Urchatz!”
“Ur –What?” asked Cinderella
“Urchatz, is when we wash our hands without a blessing. The water purifies us, that
is why it is my favorite part. I have a special relationship with water you know?”
“More than Ariel?”
“Let us just say it’s a sensitive subject between the two of us.”
“Cinderella, I need to go. Maui is going
to be so upset with me if I do not get
back to him. I suggest going to visit
Peter Pan in Neverland. He would be
able to help you with the next part of
your Seder. You’re welcome!”
“And Thank you!”

Karpas - Peter Pan
Cinderella arrived in Neverland to find Peter Pan scarfing
down some cake.
“Peter Pan is that you?”
“Um...yes...who wants to know?”
“Its me, Cinderella, and I am looking to learn more about
the Passover Seder. Are you having a Seder right now?”
“No! I am eating cake. Trust me, no Seder has good cake.”
“What does it have?”
“Stinking vegetables. Yuck! We don’t need vegetables in Neverland. That is for
grown ups. At the Seder, people take vegetables like parsley and dip them in salt
water. Double yuck!”
“Why?”
“Because grown ups are silly. That’s why! “

“Really?”
“No, because it reminds them of the tears of the Israelites in Egypt. But me, I don’t
shed tears, unless Captain Hook is around.”
“Very interesting. What else can you tell me?”
“Nothing. The Clock is ticking! Got to
go!”
Peter flew away with his pixie dust.
Cinderella was sad. She had barely any
information her perfect Seder . She
decided to give it one last shot and
head to see another Princess friend
named Mulan.”

Yachatz—Mulan
Cinderella arrived in the far away land of China. There
she went straight to the palace to see her friend
Mulan.
Mulan was practicing her skills but instead of
breaking boards she was chopping something else.

“Mulan!” Cinderella cried out.
Mulan was mid-chop when she turned in shock and magically only the middle
item broke. A stunned Mulan looked at Cinderella. “My dear friend, look it is
perfect. I have only broken the middle one.”
“What middle what? I saw those flatbreads in Israel.”
“Ha! It is not flatbread it is Matzah. On Passover the Jewish people eat Matzah, the
unleavened bread the Israelites made in a short amount of time as they fled Egypt.”
“That makes sense. But why are you only breaking the middle one?”
“I always take this one, like my Jewish friends, and hide it for the children. It is a
great game for the kids to play to keep the Seder lively.”
“I am really enjoying this holiday” said Cinderella.
“One of the reasons I like to participate is because it is all
about opening our doors to possibilities and allowing for
everyone to celebrate. I advise you go hear from Tiana.
She has a story to tell!”
“Do you know how to get to New Orleans?”
“Just an airplane which is a lot easier than how you got
here from Neverland!”
And Cinderella was on her way!

Maggid— Princess and the Frog
Cinderella arrived in New Orleans and
before going to see her fellow princess
she decided to make a stop. Cinderella
headed for a special New Orleans
Kosher dessert, the doughy-fluffysugary treat known as beignets. As she
goes to bite into one, out of the corner
of her eye she saw a frog. It seemed to
be looking at her. She put her beignet
aside and chased the frog. She ran
down the brick road and as she reached to grab the frog...smack! Cinderella had
bumped heads with Tiana.
“Oh my goodness Tiana! There you are! I was chasing a frog!”
“That is my frog. My prince.”
“I am so sorry, I had no idea. And did you say prince? Your prince is a frog?”
“It is a long story. Luckily, it is a spell and not a
plague.”
“How about you tell me over a delicious beignet?”
“I don’t eat dough or bread on Passover.”
“Oh you know about Passover? I am looking to
learn about a Seder.”
“Well, my favorite part, I do declare, is the reading of the plagues. Dipping our
fingers in the wine. Saying “frogs” with lots of love. It is a part of the Maggid
portion. Ya know with the 4 questions, the 4 sons, Dayenu and more.”

“That is sufficient I guess. Thank you for helping me and I will remember no
beignets!”
“Where are you off to next?”
“I had luck learning about water with Moana but I have a feeling Ariel has what to
say...assuming she has her voice.”
Cinderella was on her way to see a little mermaid.

Rachtza – Little Mermaid
So, Cinderella was off to see her long-time friend
Ariel. They have been doing the princess thing
together for quite a while. When Cinderella arrived
Ariel always knew ahead of time; almost as if she had
seagulls and flounders watching the area. Ariel set
up a beautiful spread with tea, crumpets and
whosi-whats-its.
“My dear friend Cinderella, you have come to visit
me. What brings you this way?” Ariel said as she
slowly ran towards her guest.
“Ariel I am here in search of the perfect Seder. I was
told you could maybe help me?”
“Oh why yes! I have been learning about Sedarim
ever since that Passover Cruise ship dropped all
those amazing Whatchamacallits in the sea. Come
look!”

Ariel showed Cinderella her collection. There was a
Kiddish Cup, Seder plates, and Haggadot (nicely
wrapping in plastic to not get wet.)
“Oh I just lo-uh-uh-uh-uh-uh-uh-uh-ve Passover” sang Ariel.
“Can you teach me your favorite part?”
“Of course! It is when we wash our hands, for the second time, and say a blessing.
The first time we don’t say a blessing but the water is so cleansing that the second
time we do. It helps us get ready for the meal we are about to eat.”
“Thank you Ariel. I thoroughly enjoyed our visit, as I always do. I want to make sure
I get to Belle and get her input.”
Cinderella was once again on her way to see a princess this
time in the South West France to the village of Villeneuve.

Motzi - Beauty & the Beast
Cinderella arrived in France. The birds were
chirping, the people were in the streets but Belle
was nowhere to be found.
“I know where she must be!” Cinderella whispered
to herself and she headed towards the library.
There was Belle on her typical bookcase ladder but
in a section Cinderella had never heard of before.
“Ha-ga-what?” Cinderella asked Belle as she approached her.
“Oh Cinderella you scared me! Welcome, and it is Haggadot the plural word for the
book used at a Passover Seder. It has wonderful songs and history. It is a gem of a
read!”
“Ariel had one but I didn’t get to see it under the sea. Mind if I take a look?”
Cinderella asked.
“Of course not!” Belle said as she handed her dear friend a Haggadah.
Cinderella flipped through the pages until she got to a page about Motzi.
“I thought it was pronounced Matzah?”
“It is but the Motzi is the blessing said after
washing your hands and before eating the
Matzah. Let me tell you Beast can barely keep
the crumbs in his mouth, they get everywhere.
Unfortunately, you cannot be my guest at the
moment. Go see Aladdin. He can help you
actually eat some.”
Cinderella quickly headed Agrabah to see
Aladdin and taste a whole new world!

Matzah – Aladdin
Cinderella arrived at the palace to see Aladdin.
Wish-less, Aladdin did not look happy.
“Hello Cinderella, I didn’t see you there. I will
go get Jasmine.”
“No, I am here to see you. Belle told me you might know about Matzah.”

“Matzah? Sure I know about Matzah. Abu
and I used to live a pretty afflicted lifestyle.
You may have heard about it...Gotta keep,
One jump ahead of the breadline, One
swing ahead of the sword, I steal only what
I can't afford...well more like a Matzah
line.”
“I am sorry to hear that.”

“Things turned out pretty well for me. Met
a genie. Met a princess. It is basically a whole new world.”
“So Matzah?” Cinderella asked.
“It is unleavened bread. Made in a hurry by the Israelites when they left Egypt. You
eat it during the Seder. Say a blessing with it before the meal. I enjoy Matzah with a
little maror for spice.”
“Where can I get that?”
“I know Hopps’ parents sell root vegetables. Maybe try
Zootopia?”
Cinderella took Aladdin’s advice and whisked away to try
everything Zootopia had to offer.

Maror - Zootopia

Cinderella arrived in Zootopia to meet Hopps and her family. So many vegetables
and fruits to buy!
“Hello! I am looking for Maror for a seder.”
“Marrr...hmmm…we have pumpkins?”
“No, I have one of those.”
“We have carrots?”
“Closer. It looks like a carrot.”
“Leaks?”
“Same color…”

“Oh yes! Maror. It is hot, so always eat with something else.”
They gave Cinderella her Maror. She ate a
bit of it but Cinderella did not really enjoy it.
“Put some Charoset on it, with Matzah and
make a sandwich. But our apples aren’t the
best. Try going to see Snow White.”

Korekh – Snow White
Cinderella went to see her best friend Snow White.
Of course, Cinderella only knew of the bad apples
Snow White used to eat. Apparently, there were
good apples around as well.
The two got together. They frolicked, sang with the
birds, and whispered to all sorts of animals...usual
princess activities.
“Snow White, while this has been wonderful fun I
am here for a specific reason. I need to make Charoset. I hear you have the best
apples.”
“We do! We do! But Charoset is far more than just apples. People use walnuts, wine
and cinnamon. There are very different recipes from Jews all over the world.”
The two besties sat together and took official Zootopia Maror, Snow White’s
special Charoset, placed it in between two pieces of Matzah and they ate what is
called the Korekh sandwich. Delicious!
“Cinderella, you know who has the best Seder meal? Merida! Go check it out. Lots
of fun and lots of family!”

Shulchan Orech - Brave

Cinderella caught up with her friend Merida to brave through a Seder meal with
her family. It was loud. There were toys, masks and “plagues” all over the table.
She learned about all sorts of traditional foods; popovers, Matzah ball soup,
brisket, gefilte fish and jelly candies for dessert. A fantastic meal and lots of wine
and grape juice.
“Merida! Thank you! This was perfect way to end the Seder!”

“Oh, I hate to break this to you Cinderella; the Seder is not over.”
“What is next?”
“Remember the afikomon? Now its time to find it.”
Cinderella headed out to find the afikomon. But she wanted some help and
enlisted the best seekers in the entire Disney Universe.

Tzafun—Monsters Inc, Wreck it Ralph, Newsies,
Avengers, Star Wars & Mickey Mouse
Cinderella went searching. She had help from Sully and Mike, Ralph and
Vanellope von Schweetz, the Newsies, The Avengers, and two special Jedis.

These groups were unable to help
Cinderella find the afikomon.
Luckily, Detective Mickey Mouse
came to the rescue! The afikomon
had been found and Cinderella
could officially continue the
Passover seder!

Barekh – Sleeping Beauty
After a long meal and search for the
afikomon, Cinderella desperately wanted a
nap. She thought to herself, “Who has the
most comfortable bed?” She quickly made her
way to Aurora’s palace so she could be a
sleeping beauty.
But alas Aurora was in the middle of her own
seder. They were singing Berkat Hamazon,
the blessing after the meal. Cinderella sat
down and gave thanks for all the food and
drink she had tasted this holiday.
Just then, out of nowhere, Hercules swept in and drank the third cup of wine. He
consumed the whole cup.
Cinderella pointed to another cup in the middle of the table. “What about that
one” she said.
Hercules moved towards it until Aurora grabbed it first. “We do not drink this cup!
It is for Elijah not rude guests!”
Her family opened the door to welcome in Elijah and other guests looking for a
place to eat.
“I need a good way to end my seder journey. Any suggestions Aurora?”

“Yes, Cinderella. For music I suggest Woody,
Buzz and the gang. They are always throwing a
party.”
Cinderella was off to see her friends.

*Cup of Elijah – Herucles

Hallel – Toy Story
Together Woody, Buzz and the gang greeted Cinderella. They
sang all of the Hallel classics.
“Halleluyah!” belted out Cinderella.

Everyone laughed. Mr. Potato Head thought it was so funny his nose popped right
off.
Buzz’s favorite song was “Ana Adonai Hoshiyah Nah” because it wa all about
rescuing.
The Aliens enjoyed “Mein HaMetz’ar” because they were
used to living in narrow confines of the claw game...it
reminded them of home.
Jessie loved the tune for “Adonai Zecharonu Yevarech.”
And Woody just sat back proud of the whole group. He
looked at Cinderella with a big smile and said something to
her that only Woody could say, “This town ain't big enough
for the two of us.” Cinderella smiled and had one more stop
to make.

Nirtzah – Frozen
Cinderella’s Seder journey had come to an end. But she made one last stop in
Arendelle to see Princess Elsa. She told her all about her experience and the
amazing time she had celebrating the Passover Seder. They sang classic songs,
spoke of possibly next year celebrating in Israel and added one new tradition of
singing the song below.
The Jews smear blood on their doorposts tonight
This is the final straw
Nine plagues haven’t softened Pharaoh’s heart
This is the final one.
Things are about to change, the Jews will survive
Hurry up and pack, we’ll run for our lives.
So, one more time, Moses asks Pharaoh
Will you let my people finally go?
We’ve worked for years, we’ve done your tasks
And now, I ask (Will you)
Let us go, let us go
We won’t work for Pharaoh anymore
Let us go, let us go
It’s time for us to soar
We don’t know
Where we’re going to go
But we have faith
We’re sick of building pyramids anyway.
It makes no sense how all these plagues wouldn’t change your mind
And now we’re leaving fast, there is so little time
It’s time for all the Jews to flee
To follow Moses to the Sea
It’s right, not wrong for you and me
‘Cause now we’re free!

Let us go! Let us go!
Even though our bread won’t rise
Let us go! Let us go!
On our way to Mt. Sinai
History is being made
The story lives on….
The Haggadah tells the story every year at
this time
We ask four questions and we drink four cups
of wine
The afikomen brings the meal to its end
We wish that next year, we’ll be in
Jerusalem.
Pharaoh let us go! He let us go!
And we wandered for forty years
We are free, we are free
It was hard to hold back tears
Now we sit at our seder tables
The tradition goes on!
And now we eat matza for seven days!

FROZEN Parody
Lyrics by Judy Caplan Ginsburgh
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